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progress to end human rights violations. Ac-
cording to the bill, until the military regime 
ceases its systemic campaign of repression, 
aggression, and state-sponsored terror against 
its own people, meaningful sanctions will per-
sist. 

Two years later, the junta’s extremely poor 
human rights record has not improved, instead 
it worsened. Aung San Suu Kyi recently spent 
her 60th birthday detained under house-arrest 
in her dilapidated home. Citizens in Burma still 
do not have the right to criticize their govern-
ment. Security forces continue to murder polit-
ical opponents with impunity. Disappearances 
persist, and security forces rape, torture, beat, 
and otherwise abuse prisoners and detainees. 
Hundreds of thousands of displaced persons 
in eastern Burma have been uprooted from 
their homes and forced to live in relocation 
sites under horrendous humanitarian condi-
tions. 

As the United States is developing its future 
21st Century relationship with Southeast Asia, 
the regime in Burma is stuck in an early 20th 
Century destabilizing military style of govern-
ance. International pressure is mounting on 
Burma for reform. Burma’s neighbors, includ-
ing Malaysia, are calling for the release of 
Aung San Suu Kyi. If Burma wants to partici-
pate in the international community, and be 
recognized as the rotating chairman of 
ASEAN, it must undergo sweeping democratic 
reforms. The United States ought to continue 
advocating a policy of zero tolerance by re-
newing its ban on imports from Burma until 
such reforms are made. Congress must seize 
this opportunity to demonstrate its resolve to 
uphold the highest standards of human rights 
by supporting House Joint Resolution 52. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.J. Res. 52 and the re-
newal of sanctions on Burma. It is high time 
that the Burmese junta release Aung San Suu 
Kyi, the key to political transition in Burma, 
and allow the restoration of democracy in 
Burma. I will continue to support stronger ef-
forts by the United States, the United Nations, 
and others to ensure that the continued abuse 
of human rights in Burma becomes neither ac-
cepted nor forgotten. Sanctions are necessary 
pressure, but insufficient. In particular, I be-
lieve that the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) should deny Burma the ro-
tating chair, as having Burma in a leadership 
position would be an embarrassment to all 
ASEAN members. 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. SHAW) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 52. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res. 
52. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF JUNETEENTH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 160) recognizing 
the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, and ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that his-
tory should be regarded as a means for 
understanding the past and solving the 
challenges of the future. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 160 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the Southwestern States, 
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion 
of the Civil War; 

Whereas on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free; 

Whereas African Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of 
Juneteenth Independence Day as inspiration 
and encouragement for future generations; 

Whereas for more than 135 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 
national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That— 

(1) Congress recognizes the historical sig-
nificance of Juneteenth Independence Day to 
the Nation; 

(2) Congress supports the continued cele-
bration of Juneteenth Independence Day to 
provide an opportunity for the people of the 
United States to learn more about the past 
and to better understand the experiences 
that have shaped the Nation; 

(3) the President is urged to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe Juneteenth Independence 
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs; and 

(4) it is the sense of Congress that— 

(A) history should be regarded as a means 
for understanding the past and solving the 
challenges of the future; and 

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is 
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). Pursuant to the rule, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY 
BROWN-WAITE) and the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY 
BROWN-WAITE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-

ida. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-

ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform, I rise 
in support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 160 that recognizes the historical 
significance of Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day. 

This resolution, offered by my distin-
guished colleague the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS), is a meaningful re-
minder of the monumental day that 
marks the end of slavery in the United 
States. Originally an African-American 
celebration, Juneteenth is certainly 
now a day for all Americans to observe 
the end of slavery in the United States 
which was, with little question, the 
most dreadful period in our Nation’s 
history. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Civil War raged 
in late 1862, President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Procla-
mation, which would become effective 
on January 1, 1863. The proclamation 
declared all slaves in the Southern 
Confederate States free from New 
Year’s Day 1863 forward. 

Juneteenth is a celebration of June 
19, 1865, on which date news of the 
Emancipation Proclamation finally 
reached Texas, which was the last se-
cessionist State to emancipate its 
slaves, nearly 2 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation was issued. The 
delay was a result of there being nearly 
no Union presence in south Texas to 
implement President Lincoln’s decree. 
Not until Union General Gordon 
Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, 
on the gulf coast and read the procla-
mation from the docks on the original 
Juneteenth day did the slaves learn 
they were freed. The news quickly 
spread throughout Texas, and celebra-
tions and unimaginable jubilation fol-
lowed. 

After the war ended, Congress rati-
fied the 13th amendment to the Con-
stitution in December 1865 which out-
lawed all nonpunitive slavery and in-
voluntary servitude in any part of the 
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